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(d) Donations

The Administrative Office of the TUnited
States Courts may accept donations to enable
the courts to carry out subsection (a) of this sec-
tion.

(e) Construction

(1)1 Nothing in this section shall be con-
strued—

(i) to create in favor of any person a cause of
action against the United States or any officer
or employees thereof, or

(ii) to provide any person with a defense in
any action in which application of this section
is made.

(f) “State” defined

As used in this section, the term ‘‘State”
means any State, the District of Columbia, or
any possession or territory of the United States.

(g) Rules

The Judicial Conference of the United States,
pursuant to its rule making authority under sec-
tion 331 of title 28, may promulgate and issue
rules, or amend existing rules, to effectuate the
policy addressed by this section. Upon the im-
plementation of such rules, this section shall
cease to be effective.

(h) Effective date

This section shall only apply to cases filed
after January 1, 1995.

(Pub. L. 104-132, title II, §235, Apr. 24, 1996, 110
Stat. 1246.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

The Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure, referred to
in subsec. (a), are set out in the Appendix to Title 18,
Crimes and Criminal Procedure.

CODIFICATION

This section was enacted as part of the Justice for
Victims of Terrorism Act of 1996, and also as part of the
Antiterrorism and Effective Death Penalty Act of 1996,
and not as part of the Victims of Crime Act of 1984
which comprises this chapter.
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§10701. Definitions

As used in this chapter, the term—

(1) “Board” means the Board of Directors of
the Institute;

(2) “Director’” means the Executive Director
of the Institute;

(3) ““Governor’” means the Chief Executive
Officer of a State;

(4) “Institute” means the State Justice In-
stitute;

(5) ‘“‘recipient’” means any grantee, contrac-
tor, or recipient of financial assistance under
this chapter;

(6) ““State” means any State of the United
States, the District of Columbia, the Common-
wealth of Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands,
Guam, American Samoa, the Northern Mari-
ana Islands, the Trust Territory of the Pacific
Islands, and any other territory or possession
of the United States;

(7) “Supreme Court’” means the highest ap-
pellate court within a State unless, for the
purposes of this chapter, a constitutionally or
legislatively established judicial council acts
in place of that court; and

(8) ““domestic violence’ means—

(A) any action that constitutes—

(i) attempting to cause or intentionally,
knowingly, or recklessly causing bodily in-
jury or physical illness;

(ii) rape, sexual assault, or causing in-
voluntary deviate sexual intercourse;

(iii) placing by physical menace another
in fear of imminent serious bodily injury;
or

(iv) the infliction of false imprisonment;

if such action is taken by one of 2 spouses,
former spouses, or sexual or intimate part-
ners against the other spouse, former spouse,
or partner and the 2 of whom share biologi-
cal parenthood of, have adopted, are legal
custodians of, or are stepparents of a minor
child; or

(B) physically or sexually abusing such
minor child if such abuse is inflicted by ei-
ther of such spouses, former spouses, or part-
ners.

(Pub. L. 98-620, title II, §202, Nov. 8, 1984, 98 Stat.
3336; Pub. L. 102-528, §1, Oct. 27, 1992, 106 Stat.
3461.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

This chapter, referred to in text, was in the original
“‘this title”” meaning title II of Pub. L. 98-620, Nov. 8,
1984, 98 Stat. 3336, which is classified principally to this
chapter. For complete classification of title II to the
Code, see Short Title note below and Tables.

AMENDMENTS

1992—Par. (8). Pub. L. 102-528 added par. (8).

EFFECTIVE DATE

Section 216 of title II of Pub. L. 98-620 provided that:
“The provisions of this title [enacting this chapter and
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amending section 620 of Title 28, Judiciary and Judicial
Procedure] shall take effect on October 1, 1985.””

SHORT TITLE

Section 201 of title II of Pub. L. 98-620 provided that:
“This title [enacting this chapter and amending section
620 of Title 28, Judiciary and Judicial Procedure] may
be cited as the ‘State Justice Institute Act of 1984’.”

TERMINATION OF TRUST TERRITORY OF THE PACIFIC
ISLANDS

For termination of Trust Territory of the Pacific Is-
lands, see note set out preceding section 1681 of Title
48, Territories and Insular Possessions.

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS

This section is referred to in sections 13991, 14036 of
this title.

§10702. Establishment of Institute; duties

(a) Establishment; purpose; incorporation; pow-
ers

There is established a private nonprofit cor-
poration which shall be known as the State Jus-
tice Institute. The purpose of the Institute shall
be to further the development and adoption of
improved judicial administration in State
courts in the United States. The Institute may
be incorporated in any State pursuant to section
10703(a)(6) of this title. To the extent consistent
with the provisions of this chapter, the Institute
may exercise the powers conferred upon a non-
profit corporation by the laws of the State in
which it is incorporated.

(b) Duties

The Institute shall—

(1) direct a national program of assistance
designed to assure each person ready access to
a fair and effective system of justice by pro-
viding funds to—

(A) State courts;

(B) national organizations which support
and are supported by State courts; and

(C) any other nonprofit organization that
will support and achieve the purposes of this
chapter;

(2) foster coordination and cooperation with
the Federal judiciary in areas of mutual con-
cern;

(3) promote recognition of the importance of
the separation of powers doctrine to an inde-
pendent judiciary; and

(4) encourage education for judges and sup-
port personnel of State court systems through
national and State organizations, including
universities.

(c) Duplication of functions; responsibility of
State agencies

The Institute shall not duplicate functions
adequately performed by existing nonprofit or-
ganizations and shall promote, on the part of
agencies of State judicial administration, re-
sponsibility for the success and effectiveness of
State court improvement programs supported
by Federal funding.

(d) Maintenance of offices in State of incorpora-
tion; agent for receipt of service of process

The Institute shall maintain its principal of-

fices in the State in which it is incorporated and
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